
Shamma Friedman       February 2004 
 
Academic Degrees 
 B.A. – Phi Beta Kappa – University of Pennsylvania, 1958 
 B.H.L. – Gratz College, 1958 
 M.H.L. – Jewish Theological Seminary, 1960 
 Rabbi – JTS, 1964 
 Ph.D. – JTS, 1966 
 
Appointments 
 Instructor in Talmud, JTS 1964 
 Assistant Professor of Rabbinics, JTS, 1967 
 Associate Professor of Rabbinics, JTS, 1970 
 Member, Faculty Committee on the Library 
 Acting Librarian, JTS, 1969 
 Visiting Senior Teaching Fellow in Talmud, Bar-Ilan University 1970-71 
 Director, JTS, Jerusalem Campus, 1973-74 
 Dean, JTS Jerusalem Campus, 1973-87 
 Associate Professor in Talmud, University of Tel Aviv, 1974-75 
 Professor of Talmud, JTS, 1975 
 Fellow, The Institute of Advanced Studies, The Hebrew University, 1975-76 
 Visiting Professor in Didactics of Talmud Instruction, The Hebrew University, 1978-80 
 Editor, Hebrew Publications, JTS, 1984-90 
 Founding Director, The Saul Lieberman Institute of Talmudic Research, JTS, 1985- 
 Director, The Schocken Institute, 1987-90 
 Associate Provost JTS, 1988-90 
 Professor, Department of Talmud, Bar-Ilan University, 1991- 
 Fellow, Hartman Institute, 1993-1995  
 Gerard Weinstock Visiting Professor of Jewish Literature, Harvard University, 1997 
 Distinguished Service Professor, JTS, 1997 
 Academic Teaching, The Schechter Institute of Jewish Studies, Jerusalem 
 The Society for the Interpretation of the Talmud, Founder and Chairman, 1993- 
 Visiting Professor at The Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Faculty of Law, 1999-00 
             Appointed to the Israel Academy of the Hebrew Language, 2001 
             Benjamin and Minna Reeves Professor of Talmud and Rabbinics, JTS, 2002. 
  
 
Publications 
 Books and Monographs: 

1. Commentary of R. Jonathan of Lunel on Bava Kamma with introduction and notes 
(Hebrew), Jewish Theological Seminary and Feldheim, New York and Jerusalem, 
1969, lxxii & 400 pp. 

 
2. Alfasi MS JTS Rab. 692 Facsimile, with Introduction, Jerusalem, 1974. 
 
3. “A Critical Study of Yevamot X with a Methodological Introduction” (Hebrew), 

Texts and Studies, Analecta Judaica I, ed. H. Z. Dimitrovsky, New York, 1977, pp. 
275-441. 

 
4. Talmud Arukh, BT Bava Metzi’a VI: Critical Edition with Comprehensive 

Commentary, Commentary Volume (Hebrew), Jerusalem, 1990. 
 
5. Talmud Arukh, BT Bava Metzi’a VI: Critical Edition with Comprehensive 

Commentary, Text Volume and Introduction, Jerusalem, 1996.  
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6.    Editor, Saul Lieberman Memorial Volume, New York and Jerusalem, 1993.  
          
7. Tosefta Atikta: Synoptic Parallels of Mishna  and Tosefta Analyzed With 

Introduction (Pesah Rishon), Ramat Gan, 2002.    
    

8.   Editor, Five Sugyot From the Babylonian Talmud, The Society for the Interpretation 
of the Talmud, Jerusalem 2002. 

 
9. BT Gittin IX, Edition with Commentary, The Society for the Interpretation of the 

Talmud, forthcoming. 
     
Articles: 
8. “Bava Kamma”, “Bava Metzia”, “Bava Batra”, “H. Z. Dimitrovsky”, in 

Encyclopedia Judaica. 
 
9. “Law of Increasing Members in Mishnaic Hebrew” (Hebrew), Leshonenu 35 

(1971), pp. 117-129; 192-206; reprinted in ed. M. Bar-Asher, Studies in Mishnaic 
Hebrew, Vol. II, Jerusalem, 1980,  pp. 299-326. 

 
10.  “Glosses and Additions in TB Bava Qamma VIII” (Hebrew), Tarbiz 40 (1971), pp. 

418-443. 
 
11. “Satisfaction and Acquisitions in the Talmud” (Hebrew), Dine Israel III (1972), pp. 

115-145. 
 
12. “Gemara and Sevara” (Hebrew), Sinai 72 (1972), p. 203.    
 
13.  “Is the Explanatory Vav a Phonetic Phenomenon?” (Hebrew), Leshonenu La’am 

235 (1973), p. 148. 
 
14.  “Three Problems in Babylonian Aramaic” (Hebrew), Tarbiz 43 (1974), pp. 58-69. 
 
15. “Kiddushin through a Loan” (Hebrew), Sinai 76 (1974), pp. 47-76. 
 
16. “Two Early Prints of the Mishna”, Jewish Quarterly Review LXV (1974), pp. 115-

121. 
 
17. “The Wording of the Betrothal Benediction and the Prints of Abudraham” 

(Hebrew), Sinai 76 (1975), pp. 260-264. 
 
18. “The Case of the Woman with Two Husbands in Talmudic and Ancient Near 

Eastern Law” (Hebrew), Shenaton Ha-Mishpat Ha-Ivri II (1975), pp. 359-382. 
 
19. “Found Objects in the Public Domain”(Hebrew), Dine Israel 6 (1975), pp.169-175. 
 
20. “Tosafot of R. Samuel ben Meir to Alfasi” (Hebrew), Kobez al Yad 8 (18), (1975), 

pp. 187-226. 
 
21. “Some Structural Patterns of Talmudic Sugyot” (Hebrew), Proceedings of the Sixth 

World Congress of Jewish Studies III (1977), pp. 384-402. 
 
22. “The Organizational Pattern of the Mishneh Torah”, The Jewish Law Annual I 

(1978), Leiden pp. 37-41. 
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23. “A Gaonic` Version of the Sugya havei li gitti” (Hebrew), Tarbiz LXVIII (1978), 

pp. 20-29. 
          
24. “The First Sugya TB Bava Metzia III” (Hebrew), Shenaton Ha-Mishpat Ha-Ivri V 

(1978), pp. 209-218. 
 
25. “Response and Addition” (to #19), Tarbiz LVIII (1979), 370-373. 
   
26. “The Case of the Woman with Two Husbands in Talmudic and Ancient Near 

Eastern Law” (English translation with additions of #13), Israel Law Review 15 
(1980), pp. 530-558. 

 
27. “Geniza Fragments and Fragmentary Talmud MSS of Bava Metzia – A Linguistic 

and Bibliographic Study” (Hebrew), Alei Sefer 9 (1981), pp. 5-55. 
 
28. “Fusion of Adjacent Passages in the Talmud” (Hebrew), Proceedings of the Seventh 

World Congress of Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, 1981, pp. 251-255.  
       
29. “A Talmud Fragment of the Gaonic Type” (Hebrew), Tarbiz 51 (1981), pp. 37-48. 
 
30. “‘Immru Poalim’ (B.M. 77a) – A Lexicographic Study” (Hebrew), Studies in 

Rabbinic Literature, Bible and Jewish History in Honour of Prof. E. Z. Melamed, 
Ramat Gan, 1982, pp. 163-169. 

 
31. “The Stemma for Textual Witnesses of TB Bava Metzia” (Hebrew), Researches in 

Talmudic Literature...in Honour of the Eightieth Birthday of Saul Lieberman, 
Jerusalem, 1983, pp. 93-147. 

 
32. “The Scholarly Works of Prof. Saul Lieberman” (Hebrew), Newsletter, World 

Union of Jewish Studies, 23, Jerusalem, 1984, pp. 23-37. 
 
33. “Saul Lieberman and his Teaching” (Hebrew), In Memory of Saul Lieberman, 

Jerusalem, 1984, pp. 50-55. 
 
34. “Rediscovering Forgotten Orthography of the Babylonian Talmud: Hoshinu-

Haishinu” (Hebrew), Leshonenu L (1985-1986), pp. 37-42. 
 
35. “New Bibliographic and Textual Tools for Talmudic Research”, Ninth World 

Congress of Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, 1986, pp. 31-37. 
 
36. “Literary Development and History in the Aggadic Narrative of the Babylonian 

Talmud: A Study Based Upon B.M. 83b-86a”, Community and Culture Essays in 
Jewish Studies In Honor of the 90th Anniversary of the Founding of Gratz College, 
Philadelphia, 1987, pp. 67-80. 

 
37. “-oy for -ay as First Person Pronominal Suffix for Plural Nouns in Galilean 

Aramaic” (Hebrew), Language Studies II-III, ed. M. Bar-Asher, Jerusalem, 1987, 
 pp. 207-215. 
 
38. “Historical Aggadah in the Babylonian Talmud” (Hebrew), Saul Lieberman 

Memorial Volume, (offprint 1988), Jerusalem and New York, 1993, pp. 1-46. 
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39 “BT L’metav (‘to give’) is derived from NTN!” (Hebrew), Leshonenu LIII (1988-
1989), pp. 121-123. 

          
40. “The Bee in Ibn Gabirol’s Poem and Correct Pronunciation of ehad in Sh’ma” 

(Hebrew), Language and Hebrew 6 (1990), pp. 50-51. 
 
41. “On the Origin of Textual Variants in the Babylonian Talmud” (Hebrew, English 

Summary),  Sidra 7, 1991, pp. 67-102. 
 
42. “Orthography of the Names Rabbah and Rava” (Hebrew), Sinai 110 (1992), pp. 

140-164. 
 
43. “Gedolei Ha-Dor – Gedolei Olam” (Hebrew), Leshonenu La’am 43 (1992), pp. 90-

92. 
         
44. “Avodah Zara, Cod. JTS – A Manuscript Copied in Two Stages” (Hebrew, English 

Summary), Leshonenu 56 (1992), pp. 371-374. 
 
45. “Talmudic Lexicographical Studies 4: ‘azda’” (Hebrew), Language Studies 5-6, I. 

Yeivin Volume, ed. M. Bar-Asher, 1992, pp. 327-345. 
 
46. “Rashi’s Talmudic Commentaries: Revisions and Recensions” (Hebrew, English 

Summary), Rashi Studies, ed. Z. A. Steinfeld, Ramat Gan, 1993, pp. 147-175. 
 
47. “Talmudic Lexicographical Studies 3: akhlushi” (Hebrew), Mehqerei Talmud 2, 

Talmudic Studies Dedicated to the Memory of Professor Eliezer Shimshon 
Rosenthal, ed. M Bar-Asher and D. Rosenthal, 1993, pp. 411-430. 

 
48. “The Term  או כלך לדרך זו and its Usages in the Tannaitic Midrashim” (Hebrew 

with English Summary), Sidra 9 (1993), pp. 61-74. 
 
49. “Mishnah and Tosefta Parallels (1) – Shabbat 16:1” (Hebrew), Tarbiz, 62 (1993), 

pp. 313-338. 
 
50. “David b. Elazar Sal and the Soncino Talmud Prints” (Hebrew), Asufot 7 (1993), 

pp. 9-28. 
 
51. “An Ancient Scroll Fragment (b. Hullin 101a-105a) and the Rediscovery of the 

Babylonian Branch of Tannaitic Hebrew” JQR  86:1 (1995), pp. 9-50.. 
 
52. “The Holy Scriptures Defile the Hands – The Transformation of a Biblical Concept 

in Rabbinic Theology”, Minhah le-Nahum – Biblical and Other Studies Presented 
to Nahum M. Sarna in Honour of his 70th Birthday, ed. M. Brettler, M. Fishbane, 
London, (1993), pp. 117-132. 

 
53.  “A Typology of the Manuscripts of the Babylonian Talmud Based upon                             

Orthographic and Linguistic Features”, Leshonenu 57 (1993), pp.123-124. 
 
54. “Mishna-Tosefta Parallels”, Proceedings of the Eleventh World Congress of Jewish 

Studies, Div. C, Vol. 1, (1994), pp. 15-22. 
 
55.  “Brief Notes on Babylonian Aramaic”, Leshonenu 58 (1993), pp. 49-57. 
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56. “Graven Images”, Graven Images, A Journal of Culture, Law, and the Sacred, I 
(1994), pp. 233-238. 

          
57. “Mishnah and Tosefta Parallels (2) – Rabban Gamliel and the Sages” (Shabbat 

13,14)” (Hebrew), Bar-Ilan 26-27 (1995)  Y. D. Gilat Festschrift, ed. Z. A. 
Steinfeld, pp. 277-288. 

 
58. “The Manuscripts of the Babylonian Talmud: A Typology Based upon 

Orthographic and Linguistic Features” (Hebrew),  Studies in Hebrew and Jewish 
Languages Presented to Shelomo Morag, ed. M. Bar-Asher, Jerusalem 1996, pp. 
163-190. 

 
59. “Unrecorded and Misrecorded Early Printed Editions of the Talmud” (Hebrew), 

Alei Sefer 18 (1996), pp. 5-41. 
 
60. “Shum Davar, Concerning Words of Neutral Meaning in Tannaitic Hebrew”, 

(Hebrew) Studies in Tannaitic Hebrew, Jerusalem (1996), pps. 79-84. 
 
61. “Talmud (Introduction)”, “Talmud Bavli”, “B’raita”, The Oxford Dictionary of the 

Jewish Religion, Oxford University Press (1997), pp. 98, 668-672. 
 
62. “The Scholars’ Dictionary of Tannaitic Hebrew, Hefker/Hevker:Bikoret” (Hebrew) 

Sidra 12 (1997), pp. 113-127. "Addition", Sidra 13 (1998), p. 158 
 
63. “Talmudic Lexicographical Studies 5: ‘arba’ = ‘sheep’” (Hebrew), Tarbiz 67 

(1998), pp. 245-250. 
 
64. “Studies in Talmudic Interpretation, a Review Essay on the Occasion of the 
 Publication of a Hebrew Edition of the Art Scroll Talmud” (Hebrew),  Badad 7
 Bar Ilan University, (1998), pp.77-91. 
 
65. “The Babylonian Branch of Tannaitic Hebrew and an Ancient Scroll Fragment 

(b.Hullin 101a-105a)”, Scripta Hierosolymitana 37: Studies in Mishnaic Hebrew, 
ed. M. Bar-Asher, (1998), pp. 164-180.  

 
66. “Erasing Haman”, Leshonenu 61 (1998), pp. 259-263 
  
67. “Recovering the Historical Ben D’rosai”, Sidra 14, (1998), pp. 77-91. 
 
68. “Variant Readings in the Babylonian Talmud - A Methodological Study Marking 

the Appearance of 13 Volumes of the Institute for the Complete Israeli Talmud’s 
Edition”, Tarbiz 68 (1998), pp. 129-162. 

 
69. “Nomen est Omen – Dicta of the Talmudic Sages which Echo the Author’s Name” 

(Hebrew),  These are the Names, Studies in Jewish Onomastics 2, Bar-Ilan 
University, (1999), pp. 51-77 

 
70. “The Primacy of Mishnah to Tosefta in Synoptic Parallels”, in Introducing Tosefta, 

ed. H. Fox and T. Meacham, New York 1999, pp. 99-121 
 
71. “The Baraitot in the Babylonian Talmud and their Parallels in the Tosefta” 

(Hebrew), Atara L’Haim, Studies in the Talmud and Medieval Rabbinic Literature 
in honor of Professor Haim Zalman Dimitrovsky, Jerusalem 2000, pp. 163-201 
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 72. “Dual Marriage Bond” (Hebrew), Shenaton Ha-Mishpat Ha-Ivri, 21 (2000), p. 36 
 
            73. “Uncovering Literary Dependencies in the Talmudic Corpus", S.J.D. Cohen                             
(ed.), The Synoptic Problem in Rabbinic Literature, Providence 2000, pp. 35-57. 
 
            74. “The Further Adventures of Rav Kahana – Between Babylonia and Palestine”, ed. 
P.Schäfer, The Talmud Yerushalmi and Graeco-Roman Culture, 3, Tübingen 2002. 
 
           75. “Problematic Lexemes in Qumranic Hebrew” (Hebrew), Leshonenu 64(2002), pp. 

167-74. 
 
           76. “The Aggadah of Rav Kahana and Rabbi Yohanan (Bava Qamma 117a-b) and the    

Hamburg-Geniza Recension” (Hebrew),   Meyer S. Feldblum Memorial Volume, Ramat 
Gan (forthcoming). 

 
          77. “Baraitot in the Babylonian Talmud: the case of ‘ben Tema’ and ‘ben Dortai” 

(Hebrew), Festschrift in Honor of David Weiss Halivni, (forthcoming) 
 
          78.  “History and Agadah”: The Enigma of Dama Ben Netina” (Hebrew), to appear in 

Jonah Fraenkel Festschrift. 
 
79. “Festive Phrases (1)  אור ליום= ‘night’ and the Limits of Homonymy”, Volume in 

Memory of Tirzah Lifshitz (forthcoming) 
 
80, “Talmudic Aphorisms in the Light of Aesopic Fables” (Hebrew), forthcoming.  

 
             81. “Was there a group of Tannaim called ‘Stumtatei’?” (Hebrew), forthcoming.  

 
82. “The Enigma of B’ribi as a Talmudic Title” (Hebrew), to appear. 
 
83. “Commentary on TB Gittin, IX, Sugya I, Editor, Five Sugyot From the Babylonian 

Talmud, The Society for the Interpretation of the Talmud, Jerusalem 2002. 
 
84. “The Talmudic Proverb in Its Cultural Setting”, JSIJ 2 (2003). 
 

  83. “Saul Lieberman’s Extraordinary Scholarly Feats”, Saul Lieberman (1898-1983),   
Talmudic Scholar and Classicist, ed. Meir Lubetski, Series of Jewish Studies, Vol. 23, Mellen 
Press, Lewiston 2002, pp. 91-95. 
 
84. “Yehudah ben Dortai and the Baraitot of the Babylonian Talmud” (lecture)/ 
 

 

85. Benjamin and Minna Revees Chair Lecture 
 

86 The Talmud Today 
 

 
 

     
      
Reviews 

1.   “Mavo L’Dine Yisrael Bime Ha Bayit Hasheni by Ze’ev Falk”, Conservative 
Judaism XXV (1971), pp. 85-88. 

 



Friedman, page 7 

 7

2. “Encyclopedia Talmudica, edited by M. Berlin and S. J. Zevin”, Conservative 
Judaism XXVI (1971), pp. 89-91.  

          
3. “Talmud Yerushalmi, Codex Vatican”, Conservative Judaism XXVI (1972), pp. 92-

94. 
 
4. “Best Seller in Two Editions - Facsimile Editions of TB, Munich Ms and Venice 

Editions”, Jewish Exponent, Oct. 6, 1972 
 
5. “The Bibliography of Jewish Law by N. Rakover”,  Dine Yisrael 17 (1993-94), pp. 

321-328. 
 

Supervision of  Master and Doctoral Dissertations 
Moshe Benovitz  (Bar-Ilan) -- The Text of Chapter III of Tractate Shevuoth in the 
Babylonian Talmud: A Critical Edition with an Introduction (1987) M.A. 
 
Shulamit Valler (JTS) -- The Fifth Chapter of Tractate Ketubbot of the Babylonian 
Talmud, Text and Analysis (1987) Ph.D. 
 
David Golinkin (JTS) --  Rosh Hashana Chapter IV of the Babylonian Talmud (Part2): 
A Critical Edition and Commentary (1988) Ph.D. 
 
Eliezer Diamond (JTS)  -- A Model for a Scientific Edition and Commentary for Bavli  
Ta’anit, Chapter I, with a Methodological Introduction  (1990) Ph.D.   
 
Dov Fogel (Bar-Ilan) -- Rashi’s Commentary to Tractate Bava Metzia, Selected Parts, 
Introductory Chapters (1992) Ph.D.       
          
Jay Rovner (JTS) -- An Introduction to the Commentary of Rav Hananel ben Hushiel  
of Kairawan of Tractate Bava Metzia, Accompanied by a Reconstruction of the Lost 
Commentary to the Second Part of the Tractate based upon Cairo Genizah Fragments 
and Citations in the Rishonim (1993) Ph.D. 

         
Moshe Benovitz  (JTS) -- A Critical Commentary on Chapter III of Tractate Shevuot 
in the Babylonian Talmud (1993) Ph.D. 
 
Stephen G. Wald (JTS) -- The Babylonian Talmud, Masechet Pesahim - Chapter III: 
A critical edition and comprehensive commentary (1994) Ph.D. with distinction. 
 
Danny Raviv (Bar-Ilan) -- Mishna and Scripture  

איפיון תופעת המקראות והמדרשות במשנת מכות: שימושה של המשנה במקרא? תנא אקרא קאי  
(1995) M.A. 
 
Aaron Amit (Bar-Ilan) -- The text of Chapter IV of Tractate Pesahim in the Babylonian 

             Talmud, A Critical Edition with an Introduction (1995) M.A. 
 
Avram Reisner (JTS) -- The Formation of the Talmudic Sugya: Edition and  
Commentary to Shevuot, Chapter I, With Introduction (1996) Ph.D. 
 
Danny Raviv (Bar-Ilan) -- Scripture and Midrash in Mishna Sanhedrin (1999) Ph.D., 
with distinction.  
 
Netanel Baadani (Bar-Ilan) -- Textual Traditions of Bavli Sanhedrin Chapter Five, 
Synopsis and Introduction (1999) M.A.  
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Moshe Liphshitz (Bar-Ilan) -- Tractate Megilla (1999) M.A. 
 

 Motti Arad (JTS) -- The Status of the Secular Jew According to Early Halakha (2000) 
Ph.D., with distinction. 

 
Aaron Amit (Bar-Ilan) – Commentary of The text of Chapter IV of Tractate Pesahim in 
the Babylonian Talmud (2000) Ph.D., with distinction. 

  
             Yehuda Felix (Bar-Ilan) -- Mishna and Tosefta, Kiddushin (2002), Ph.D. 

 
Dov Schwartz (Bar-Ilan) -- Edition and Commentary, Bava Qamma, Chapter VI (2004), 

Ph.D. 
 
             Tamas Turan (JTS)  --  An Edition with Commentary, Bavli Makkot Chapter II (2004),           
Ph.D. 
 
             Avraham Shiff (Bar-Ilan) -- Mishnah and Tosefta - Tractate Sukkah (2002) Ph.D.  

 
Aaron Yarhi (Bar-Ilan) -- Commentary of the text of chapters VIII an IX of tractate 
Sota, Ph.D. 
 
Joshua Kulp (Bar-Ilan)--A critical Edition and Commentary to Tractate Ketubot, 
Chapter One (2004), Ph.D. 
 
Aviad Stollman (Bar-Ilan)-- Commentary on the Sugyot of "Distancing" in Chapter VIII 
of Tractate Hulin (2002), M.A. 
 
Aviad Stollman (Bar-Ilan)-- Commentary on the BT Eruvin IX, Ph.d 
 
Awards 
 
Municipality of Holon Prize, 1991, for Talmud Aruhk 
 
 
Born 3/8/37 
Married with four children 
 
 
 


