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When [...] he says with considerable pathos that he has never urged
the abandonment of gemara, we have no reason to impugn this
declaration.

[ would now venture to submit that we should perhaps be able to
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terminate the debate as to the meaning of the term Mishneh Torah

and its alleged aim of superseding the Talmud.*”
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I. Twersky, ‘Some Non-Halakic Aspects of the Mishneh Toral’, A. Altman
(ed.), Jewish Medieval and Renaissance Studies, Cambridge 1967, p. 110.
©27°71 700 ,(77Y) TD"I:I"? "W ,’072m7% 770 73Wn 9507 TIDWR foy " ,°polav
L3R By ,175Wn 09w MaY PR, mIw oUW 12 NRYHY 1IIRa 019w T125Y
S773 993

[234]

39

40

41



TIMPNT 07amIn

X971 71012 27R0ws Dax LoIRLY 3700 nPnna IR 727 a2
,D 2¥aw 7732 AN PI0Y? X1 aN0aw 77N TIND? X2 IR R
927 0w’ XYW 273 AVINWT *12T AN23W 7730 0% 2°NYA RIP°
23" 129 2N °DY ,72%3 TINNY P D5 71N L,a7IN 0PI 7aIn

anys

Sw mwn .07anIn P¥R anoaw aMny 7wyl XnD™1n v 'RIpny’
990 7173’5? PRI I L7272 /AD HYYAW AN ADWYI XNIAR
2072m77 *1272 /TIN0N RI2I7 7R 0D DaR .11 .70 Mwn

TIWM ORT 12712 Y1377 NYD 07w Op0Tav (YIv AT /TInDn 0D Yy
JR? OX TINYNT TN DR AYNRY ,07anIn nImd DY 7% MR 7N
PRM PR D7ANTT NN 2 1TV NI INNTRIA YL DR DOOR
1D PYAW MDY = MWK LRI WIPW NPI0IN YW CIWiT 2209177 DR RYR
205917 DR 07277 AT R? poNaw YW 1IY YAk AN mwn -
07aPI YW wRWNT T2 YR CTINtnY AW ,Tntn Lowihwn
W72 78T 07amIWwD ,XIDR DRT DY AN 1917 D2IING NIPOYNND
95 112°0 1Y PR ,TIN2NT DR 2D Wpa XY 22N 0 177 0D /7 102
"2 WORWY ‘R PID 1IN TP NIDYRA @2 2T Y enn Xonw
X D72mI7W *POI2Y *D? MMM /TINYN KIPIT RIT AT 17V L2000
MY Yo XIT TINON AR RDRL,TINOND YA DR pInT? wpa
1051 O 112 PYw NOIANT

$MPRI WO

This is how Maimonides describes its aim: ... a person who first
reads the Written Law and then this compilation will know from it
the whole of the Oral Law’. If we rephrase this in light of the three
units or categories defined in Hilkot Talmud Torah it means that
Maimonides has provided a new text for the study of mishnah —
torah she-b'al peh. He has dealt with unit two of the three units of
study, but has not trespassed on the grounds of unit three, gemara.
When, therefore, he says with considerable pathos that he has never
urged the abandonment of gemara, we have no reason to impugn
this declaration. We may rather vindicate this contention and am-
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plify it as follows: I composed a text for what I designated as torah
she-b'al peh — that is, the mishnah, unit two — but unit three remains:
gemara.*?
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